98 POTOMAC RIVER FISHERIES COMMISSION
Colonial Beach, Virginia
Qctober 22, 1965

Chairman H. C. Bryd called the meeting to order at 9 20
M.y (EST), after which followed the invocation.

Members present: Commissioners H;-C.'Byrd,'ﬂ; G. Ball,
_ Milton T. Hickmen, Tewls Jones, Jle,
and Jeremiah Valliant.

Also presents Meserg. K. Thomas Everngam, Legal
Officder, Elgin A. Dunnington, Jr., ‘
J. W. Byland, Paul C. Wenbtzell, Ralph
Dameron, R. M. Norris, Jr., Executlive
Secretary. Press members: John Frye,
" Dallas Long, MHiss Isabelle Gough. :
Commissioner Hickman offered motion, seconded by Com-
misslioner Jomes, that Ninutes of méeting of September 2, 19635,
previously circulated, be approved as Qreaente&. Motion approved.

' Under old business, Commissioner Valliant presented and
read the following RBeport of Special Commiitee comprised of fthe
undersigned:

"BEPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTELY

At the September 2Znd, 1965 meeting of the Pobtomac River
Fisherieg Commission at Colonial Beach, Virginia - the Chairman,
according to the minutes, “"discussed somewhat briefly some of the
problems the Commigsion faces in legal interpretations and in
operations®™. Following this discussion, Commissioner Hickman
offered a moticgn, that was seconded by Dr. Weems requesting the
Chairmen to appoint & committes to arrange an eardy wmeebting with
the Attorney General%s of Maryland and Virginia to try to esbablish
a workable solution to questions raised about’ the Commission's
Legal Right to collect taxes; Lo resolve authority over cerbtain
marketing problems; right o require buyer's records and reperiss; - o
and. ony other problems that naw-ccncern the Commission. : : o

The Attcrncy General of. Virginia, duo to the many currant obli~
gations, asked that he be excused unless our meebing could be
postponed., The Committes felt that we should move now. The
Attorney General of Marylend agreed to meet with the Committee im-
La Plats, Maryland, at 11:00 A. M., Wednesday September 15, 1965,
in the office of Speclal Agsistant Attorney General Digges. e

RBeport of that meeting follows: (Lapsed time of meebing approxi- .
mately one hour and forky five.minutgs.§

SUBJECTS DISCUSSED:

L. Legal opinion regarding the Potomac River Pisherieg
' Commission's Authority over the buyling and. marketing
of Seafood caught in the Potomac River. under the Come .
missien's Jurisdiction.

The opinion is still the same. There is sufficient

autheority in the Compact to accomplish the collection

of oyster taxes and of the compilation of reports on

Oyster catches in the Potomace River Jurisdiction by aE

the State of Maryland and Virginia and thelir respective

agencises charged with a2dministering the Seafood [aws.

New law passed by the Maryland Legislature in the 1965 .
sesslion requireg seafood buyer's licenses to be obbtained . Ry
by residents as well as non-residents. -

Conclusion: Any break-down in the process, apparently
due to the ack of cooperation and/or communicabtion
between Commissions, Departments, and/or their field
forces.

Remedys: Taken under advisement.
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iI. Present boundary lines should stay as now indicated in

the Compact until study has been completed by the
Commission. )
ITT. The formation of & Commission to review the Compact

met with diaapprmval on the basis that more time should
jpa g to accumulate more experience under mormal operating
conditions.

IV, Titling of Virginia boats in Marylend was discussed.
Conclusion nobt reached; however, it appears to be in the
hands of the Commisslon of Chesapeake Bay Affalrs for
any acbion.

Respectfully Submitted,

(BIGNED) K. Thomas Everngam
Legal Officer °

(SIGNED) Lewis Jonegs, Jr.
Commisgioner

(BIGNED) Jeremish Valliant
Commissioner o

Commissioner Vallisnt offered motion, seconded by Com-
missloner Ball, that the above report be accepted and approved.
Motion carrled.

' Chairman Byrd requested Lxecutive Secretary to report at
next mesbting concerming any problems related to collection of -~
Oyster Buyer's Weekly Reports =nd payment of or collection of 20¢
per bushel Oyster Inspection Tax. )

A full transcript of the proceedings of the joint maeting
of law enforcement persommel held September 23, 1965, at Potomac
Beach, with Dr. Byrd and Hr, Hickman presiding, was presented each
Commissioner. The record was accepted and ordered Tiled with other
records of the Commissicn. Chairman Byrd asked Mr. Everngam to
check on any gquestion left partially unanswered =t the meeling and
report abt subseduent meebing on any remedies needed.

Under new business the question of posting bord with an
Inspector in liew of plant1n§ cargo of oysters {which had been
found to contain mere than 5% unculled oysters) was discussed.
It was agreed that the Potommc RBiver Fisherlies Commission deoes not
deslire to change its regulation on "posting bond in 1iﬂu.........“'
at this timse.

B

Chairmsn Byrd eppointed Mr. Hickman, a comiittee of ¢ne

(1), to study question of "posting bond and/or confiscation of -
cargo", and report at next meeting.

& letter dated September 24, 1965, from Chairman ﬁgbert
L. GQuinn, Seafood Committec of the Naryland Legislative Coundil,
requesting the Commission to permit the setting of stake glll nets
parallel to shoreline, was resd. This réquest was submitted at the -
behegt of the Charles County and 3t. Mary's County Watermen
Agsoclations.,

_ After consideration of the request, Commissioner Jomes .
offered a motion, secconded by Commissioner Vglliant, that the
Potomze River Flgherles Commisgion reaffirm its position relative
to sebting of stakeé gill nets, and that Executive Secretary shall
30 advige the Chairman of fthe Seafood Commititees and give reasons
why this regulation was adopbted in the first place.

Commissicner Jones offered a motlon, seconded by Com-
migsioner Vallliant, that te bring Mrs. Kathryn P. Hopkins, Office
Secrebary, salary in line with-SLmllar'positiGn in Maryland and
Virginia, that her salary be increased from a present scale of
MBQéO Q0 annually to $4560.00 annually - the monthly increase to.
be affective October 1, 1965. Hobtion carried.

Executive Secretary wreported that two range markers
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have been placed on the Virginia ahore-inﬁicéting“thGJCharlesr—
5%, lary's Counties line across the Potomac River.

Cheirman Byrd recognized Mr. Dumnington, Research Associate
from Chegapeske Biological Laboratory, Solomons, Maryland, who re-
ported on the September 21st-23rd joint survey made with Dr. Andrews,
of Virginia Institube of Marine Science, of oyster bars and shell
plantings, using the Maryland beat ORION. He reported that Ragged
Point bar has made a splendid recovery population-wise but wants the
Commission to know that the optimun gain in volume is being Iost by
taking the present 2% to 3% inch oysbers; that in another year, they
would produce so much more in volume (if mot lost because of disease,
etc.). No MS¥ found at Begged Point end no positive identification
of MS8Y opn Jones Shore shell plantings, bub there is heavy 15X in
Cornfield Harbor. He said lower Potomac is & fringe area for HSK,
but it is unlikely that it will extend farther up river. He recom-
mends moving Jeones Shore seed - be moved in Spring of 1966.

Chairmen Byrd invited Mr. Dunningbon to next meeting of
the Commisslon to be held in College Park, Maryland on November 20,

1965 to discuss and offer recommendations on oysters in the Potomac,

the closing of any oyster rocks end other pertinent matters. Tr.
Dunningbon accepted and requested that Dr. Andrews, of Virginia
Institute of Warine Science, be included. Dr. Byrd agresd.

Commissioner Jones asked Hr.‘Dunningten=abmut,moving-oysters o

from sbove Route #30L Bridge down to aress in middle river, and Iif
done, would they grow faster. Ilr. Dumnington recommended thab -
oysters in these areas not be moved: (1) for it is suspected that
they act as brrod stock for such good market-producing bars as- -
gwan Point, Cedar Point and others Tarther down river; (2) they are.
a valuable source of disease-frees oysters for experimental uses;

(3) that the volume of ocysters produced would be relatively unim-
portant, because the ‘area inveolved prcbably does not involve more
than about 50 acres; (4) that if the cull size was rdducedy &- '

mining operation would result and the bars would be strigped,‘he;;;'_"

cause recovery is very low in this arez; and (5) if kill from a

Treshet threatened, there would be plenty of ﬁiME”tOTmOVE’ﬁh@'Sﬁﬁﬂkg“ E

Mr. Dunningbon congratulated the Commission on the highly
puccessful and fruitful result realized from requiring sealcod
cateh repeorts from individual licenses. He strongly urged that
soft shell clam be included with a1l other [isheries catch reports.

frrccceodmmissioner Jones offered mobion, seconded by Commissioner

Velliant, that statement from Southern Haryland Pile Deiving Come
pany, for §371.40 for material and labor, be paid providing that it
ig agreed in writing wWith Mr. Henry Baumann, Jr., owner, that the
contract will be conbtinued. NMeobtlon approved. LT

Pime and place of next meetingrwill be announced by Chair—
5. -

- men Byrd for HNovember 19 and/or 20, 19

Meeting adjourned.




