Proceedinns of a neetin~ of the Potomac
River Fisheries Commissior and 'Public
Hearine Cormittee" held November 10,
1473 at !Miltom ii. Somers School,

La Plata, 'laryland

PRESENT — MEITERS: Commissioners John Thomas Parran, Jr., Jares
E. bourlas, Jr., J. Clifford Mlutt, James L.
Sisson, Jr. (Ahsent: Iidchard E. Lankford
and Roy E. Julie Jr.)

OFFICERS: ¥. Thomas Everngam, Legal Officer: Robert 1.
Korris, Jr., Executive Secretary: Kirby A.
Carpenter, Assistant Executive Secretary)

VISITORS: (See copy of attendance register attached)

‘ir. Parran called the meeting to order at 9445 a.m. and announced that this
would not be the official quarterly meetinr because of the lack of a quorum. In
response to query by lir. Parran, ilr. Evernnam said that the Commissior-rs present
could act as a hez—int body and conduct the Public Tlearing on the Proposed Regu-
lations, and action could be taken at the next full Commission meetine based on
today's hearinpg proceedings.

lir. Parran thereupon announced that the Cormissionmers present would con-
stitute a "leariny Committee™ and the Public llearing would be held on the Proposed
Rerulations (copy of vhich is attached and a part of this record). Also, the "open
forum discussion' would be held on the question of the advisability and desirability
of asking the Lepislatures of llaryland and Virrinia to empover the PRFC to lepalize
and rerulate the takinp of oysters by dredpgine,

The proposed change in Section ten (10), RIpulation III, concerming sizes
of stretched mesh and allowine use of monofilameat net was read. Mr. J. W, Dutton
snoke in favor of the chanres, especially limitine pill nets to 6' stretched mesh.
Le said instead of keeping gill net wminimum to 2-1/2", that it shoul? be changed to

3-1/4", 7ile added, with no present maximum stretched mesh size on gill nets, that
much net of 10" to 14" mesh is beins used.

7. &. Ashburn and Leslie Wilson also swnolke in favor of the proposed regu-
lations.

Section eleven (11). Rerulation III, concerning sizes of commercial fish
was read at the Corrmission's reguest since sections 10 and 11 are related. It was
explained that the proposed change in this section would allow gill net fishermen to
Lheep striped bass in excess of 15 pounds and remove any size limit on white perch.
Hr. Dutton said that many Charles County watermen were present -~ would the Commission
1ike to hear from each one? Lr. Parran sugsested that a votz be taken. This was
dona with thirty-five (35) fishermen voting in favor of the change, and no votes
a~ainst.

lir. Parran asked if anyome would like to speal in opposition to the pro-
posed rerulation chance. ‘tir. Robert Pubelmann, of the Fisheries Section of the
Maryland Department of ilatural Resources, sai':



Pase II
1. ilaryland Department of NMatural Resources is oppoged to allowing
gill net (or other commercial gear) fishermen to keep striped tass
over 15 pounds.

2. That proposed use of monofiliment net disturbs him because,
(a) It extends fishing season into crabbing season.
(b) Diving ducks pet caught in monofiliment net.
3. Approves of smaller mesh in gill nets as a step in the rirht direction.

4. That twine size should be limited (he did not say 'large' or 'small',
but gave the impression that it should be small to allow large fish
to break through). ile said that large numbers of big fish, depending
on twine size, will be caupght in monofiliment net. They will not
gill if mesh is small enough but will roll up in net. However, if
twine is small, they can break out.

5. That ilaryland lav prohibits possession of striped bass in excess of
15 pounds, and they cannot be landed legally in Meryland.

. The DNR Fisherles Section f£inds few 15 lbs. or under striped bass
with ripe roe.

7. Since 1969 annual catch of white perch has been declininp drastically.
Data does not indicate any stunted white perch.

Capt. ilarvey Cook, of Department of Natural Resources Marine Police ,said that law
enforcement officers are opposed to the taking of striped bass in excess of 15 lbs.

In rebuttal, ifr. Dutton says that any net catches ducks and this constitutes
a nuisance - wishes it could be prevented. Also, that VIMS report to him says that
coarse twine does not entangle fish as does small size twine.

tir. Tarran reported one letter received by the PRFC, which was from the
Isaac Walton League Chapter in Riverdale, Maryland, in vhich the Chapter opposed
the takinr of striped bass in excess of 15 pounds each.

Mr. Rubelmann added that since the 15 1b. limit was put on striped bass,
the population is creater than ever before.

r. Parran asked for other comuents: Dr. Davis, of the Virginia Institute
of iarine Science, asreed vith Mr. Rubelmann that trend of catch of striped bass
has been up since 1930 - greater in llaryland waters than in Virginia waters. He
said that monofiliment net is used in Virzinia with approximate size limit 30 1bs.
(40 inch 1imit and two per day). He questions the legality of being in defiance of
12 in another jurisdiction,if at point of capture the fish is leral.

Dr. Davis also questions the viahility of the epns of large striped bass
and said they do not spawm every year.

As far as substituting 1-1/2" stretched mesh for 2" mesh in pound nets,
he thinks it will not save small fish - that survival of small fish when culled is
poor - that conservation of small fish would be better served with the 2" stretched
mesh.



Page IIT
Dr. Ted Koo, of the Chesapeale Biolorical Laboratory, stated he cannot say
"yes' or ‘mo'’ on merit of allowing large striped bass to be taken, but re
viabilitv of errs, all researchers find egss that do not hatch - true in nature -
mortality very hinsk in nature. He said that work on viability and germination of
striped Lass enns has been very scant - this is an area where much work (research)
qeeds to be dome. that lzboratory worl: with excellent controls is required.

Dr. oo said that data on optimum rumber of striped bass females that enter
the river is needad. Too, females mature more slovly than nales - 5 year old
female =quivalent to 3 year old male. Females become ferile at akout 4 years —
males ot about 2 ot 3 years.. Ye should knov the proportion of large females to
other females - this is important, but no worlk has been done on this. Larper fish
migrate un the bay and coast - catches in ilassachusetts, Connecticut, et cetera,
come larrely from Chesapeake Bay.

In answer to Mr. Tutt's guestion, Dr. Koo said he does not have data on
gquantities of white perch and there is no harvest effort data: 'stuntin~’, he thinks,
depencs on food supply and racial type, et cetera.

Re vhite perch, Dr. Davis commented thot the present o' 1imit excludes the
takin~ of all males - they die before reaching that lensth. However, smaller fish
do not command as hish a market price as the larner, so scme thought nust be given
to this angle.

The:n coinp bacl to strined bass, Dr. Davis said there are 15 1b. plus fish
bein~ taken now - and wrill the new approach utilize the fish that are trapped any-
way and would more or less be caught?

ilr. Rubelmann said that Maryland finds very few female striped bass under
15 1bs. on the spavming rrounds - - Dr. Xoo said this is not known to him - - that
he would lilte to see more research and data oo this statement.

Dr. Davis says the population of striped hass above 15 1bs. is about 27 -
are they equally divided betwveen male and female? Mr. Rubelmann responded that
striped bass can live to 50-70 year age. so the number of bir fish is accumulative -
therefore in gross numbers, there may be more nature ferales than we think.

ilr. Sisson questioned what should Le done since larce fish are being taken
anywvay - - vhat do we do? Ilr., Rubelmann says that size of mesh is not foverning
factor - larae thread is important. Ile will support limit of 6" stretched mesh
with large thread - - he will not support, under amy conditions, the takimg of
striped bass over 15 1lbs. Hr. Rubelmann +hinks the llaryland lav is good and should
prevail, but that if we jive the cormercial fishermen an excuse to keep any over-
cize Fish at all that the privilege would be abused.

(At this point ifr. Dutton made some comments, but they applied mostly to
wolitics).

iy, Harry Stine commented tiat all size striped bass (and he said he has
been fishing all his life) migrate from lower river to the Indian Head area in
ilarch, April and ifay each year and that the larre fish caught in haul seines and
pound nets are not killed but when trapped in gill nets they are.

Section 12, Neculation IIT was considered it was explained that the only
change therein was to allow a tolerance of four (4) undersized hard crabs per
bushel and ten (10) undersized crabs per barrel' otherwise the section remains un-
channed. 4 vote indicated all respcases in favor of the change with no objections.



ParelV

Captain Cook. of the ‘laryland Harine Police, requested the Comrission to
consider for future inclusion in the Repulations a provision requirine crabbers to
vave a "eull Lox" on boat into vhich all crabs are dumped from the pots, and that
this not exceed two (2) bushels capacity that =11 crabs in excess of the capacity
of this box, at all tires, be culled and in baslkets in the boat. lir., Parran asked
the Legislative Ceimittee to put this on their arenda for the next chaneces in
Resulations.

This ended the public hearins session on the proposed regulations, and at
11:45 a.m., ilr. Parran declared & recess for ten (10) minutes.

At 11355 a.m. tie sroup re-convened for the open forur discussion concern-
ing dredgine for oysters ie the Potomac River. However, at this time, Mr. Walter
wline, Director of Invironmental ilat'ers for the Yashineton Suburban Saaitary
Commission, asked for time to present a pa.cr relatine to work done by the 1IS5C
in Anacostia River to eliminate barriers to anadromous fish, such as shad and river
herrine mirratine upstream to spatm. 1. vline said that "drop" structures (in
effect "dans" to slow the £low of water) in the ortheast and Morthwest branches of
the Anacostis had been and were bein~ modified to allov roe and sperm laden figh to
proceed upstrean to Lroper areas to spamm and indicated nreat success in this pro-
ject, even for the 1973 spavming season. ke said this is the first time in 30 years
tiat fish have been able to net to the Anacostia headvaters. Copies of his tall
were distrilbuted., and 2 copy is attached to this record for future reference.

lir. Parran cdeclared the floor open for discussion on nethods of taking
pysters other than by hand tong3s.

iir. Dutton spoke saying that he is opposed to power dredsing but in favor
of small hand scrapes bein~ lepalized. He sugnested that if the PRFC thinks well
of che idea, that the Lerislatures of cach state be requested to amend the 1958
Potomac LRiver Compact giving the PRFC the authority to repulate such a fishery.

Mr. Thomas Shvmansiky spoke in favor of the above suggestion. Mr. Harry
Stine likewise, with the sugeestion that a catch iimit be immosed - he thinhs hand
scraping would be beneficial to the oyster beds. llessrs. Stanley Rollins, Stanley
{ilson endorsed the above .

lr. Tucker Browm, of St. llary's County, spoke in favor of modernizins the
method of catcliing oysters, but that he would no a step further and allow the small
scrape to be pulled by 2 small winch powvered by a small air-cooled motor.

At this point, ifr. Parran asked for a ghow of hands in favor of legalizing
the use of srall dredces: a show of hands counted twenty-eisht (Z0) in favor, and
none against.

1. Hutt commented that he would like a larger mroup sunporting any re-
quest of this nature.

Mr. Rubelnonrn reportad that the ilaryland Ceneral Assembly had asked the
ilaryland Department of ilatural Resources to study the subject of dredring in
Chesapeake Bay and trilbutaries, and that the report was due in time for the 1974
Session. The Commission ashked Mr. Rubelmann if he would include in his study a
definitive statement reparding this move for the Potomac River, to which he
readily asreed.



Pape V

Dr. Davis spoke for the position of the Virminia Institute of Marine
Science - sayine that the best fishery manapement is possible when the PRFC has the
nost flexibility. ile said they would trust the judgment of the PRFC if they had the

authority to regulate dredging.

There being no further comments, lir. Parran closed the neeting at 12:15p.m.

John T. Parram, Jr.
Chairman

J. CY¥{fford Hutt
/Secretary



